Note: While this book is targeted toward
students in grades 1-3, the following activities
can be tailored for students in grades K-5.
Websites to support research and enhance
this study guide are included in each section.

Vocabulary Building
1. To introduce the vocabulary, put each word on a

word strip. Present and display the words in the
order that they are in the book. After they are
displayed, discuss what these words have in
common and how they are arranged. They are
arranged in alphabetical order except for one
word. What is it?

Create a picture dictionary with the words on the
word list and other words selected from the book.
Some suggestions to construct picture

dictionaries can be found at:
http://mwww.enchantedlearning.com/books/abc/picturedictionary/

Fill “alpha boxes.” (This is a paper divided into 13
sections on each side, one section per letter.) For
an alphabet book with vocabulary words, select
from the story. Try to find at least one word for
each letter of ocean objects found in the book.
This activity can be extended to other animals
found on the beach and in the ocean. To help
with this activity, read the Ocean Life From A to Z
Book or show the DVD by Cynthia Stierle
(Reader’s Digest, 2007) or W is for Waves: An
Ocean Alphabet by Roland and Marie Smith
(Sleeping Bear Press, 2008).
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Before Reading
1. Show the first picture of Tim and Sally’s Beach

Adventure before disclosing the title of the book.

Look for clues in the pictures that might predict
what the story is about.

2. Construct a chart similar to a KWL. Complete the

top before reading the story.

After Reading

1. Complete the bottom of the chart.

2. The following activities can reinforce the story
and support other parts of the curriculum.




Writing Activities
1. Tim and Sally went to the beach during a school

holiday. Have the children write stories about
trips they took during vacation or ones they
would like to take someday.

Pick one animal from either part of the completed
chart. As a class, make a list of questions to ask.
Research the animal and create a report that is
either on hardcopy or a presentation on
PowerPoint. Assign students letters and have
them create pages for an ocean alphabet book
similar to The Ocean Alphabet Book by Jerry
Pallotta (Charlesbridge Publishing, 1989). This
research can also be used to support different
activities in the study guide.

View ocean animals from an aquarium webcam:
http://www.georgiaaguarium.org/exploreTheAquarium/webc

am-ocean-vovager.aspx . Write an article about their
observations, like one they might find in a
magazine.

In the book, Tim and Sally rode in a car to get to
their beach adventure. They did not keep a
journal of their trip. Have the children create a
journal of what Tim and Sally might have written
on their road trip, or write a journal entry about a
beach trip they have taken with their family.
Additional literature to read: Amelia’s Are-We-
There-Yet, Longest Ever Car Trip by Marissa
Moss (Simon and Schuster, 2006) and Henry
and Mudge and the Tumbling Trip by Cynthia
Rylant (Aladdin, 2006).

Although Tim and Sally did not send any
postcards or emails while on their trip, have the
children create postcards or emails that Tim and
Sally might have written based on their activities
in the book. Additional literature to read for
postcards: The Jolly Postman or Other People’s
Letters by Janet & Allan Ahlberg (Little, Brown
and Company, 1986). A website to create their

own postcards:
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/postcard/.

Science Activities

1.

In the story, Flip asks the question, “Why does
‘sea’ taste so salty...?” An explanation of an

experiment:
http://kidssoup.com/Ocean/Ocean_Activities.html#freeocean

activities. Another experiment to illustrate the
difference between how fresh and salt water
freeze: To make the salt water add 1 teaspoon of
salt for 1/3 cup of water.

To illustrate the salt in water, grow salt crystals.

The following website gives directions:
http://www.mrsstewart.com/pages/explanation.htm.

Research how man is endangering our oceans.
Examples include coral bleaching, oil spills, and
boats injuring animals, such as manatees. An
excellent illustration of man is correcting this is:
The Reading Rainbow: Dive to the Coral Reef
(PBS, 1992).

Research the different marine ecosystems. One
site is: http://www.mbgnet.net/. After researching
ecosystems, a book could be created similar to
The Underwater Alphabet Book by Jerry Pallotta
(Charlesbridge Publishing, 1991).

If the students have questions that they cannot
answer about the ocean, submit their questions
to Dr. Bob at:

http://oceanworld.tamu.edu/home/ask dr_bob.htm.

For more advanced students, have a scavenger
hunt by categorizing the animals in Tim and
Sally’s Beach Adventure into invertebrates and
vertebrates. These categories can be further
subdivided into fish, mammals, etc. The list can
also be extended by adding animals that are
found through research.

Art Activities

1.

2.

3.

Make a puppet of the animal researched. Two
examples: http://iwww.ncaguariums.com/wp-
content/uploads/2009/03/otter-puppet. pdf;
http://www.ncaguariums.com/wp-
content/uploads/2009/02/sea-turtle-egg-to-hatchling cut-

out.pdf.
Create layered sand art with colored sand in

bottles.

Make sand candles. Directions at:
http://www.mycraftbook.com/Sand Candles.asp.

Math Activities

1.

Tim and Sally’s sandcastle disappeared because

of high tide. These websites help explain why:
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/ocean/Tides.sht
ml;

h_ttp://WWW.teachnet-
lab.org/ps101/bglasgold/lesson4tides.htm.

Make a graph to show the daily high tides and
low tides for one week or longer. Tide times can

be found at: hitp://www.mylocaltides.com/.




2.

It took Tim and Sally about 10 hours to get to the
beach. Estimate the distance they traveled using
different average speeds. Find a beach from your
location; estimate how long it would take to arrive
at your destination.

Read Ocean Counting: Odd Numbers or
Underwater Counting: Even Numbers, by Jerry
Pallotta (Charlesbridge Publishing). Make a chart
and assign an ocean animal to each number.
Make a number line or math problems with
pictures that represent the number, or create a
secret code with the animals based on the
hundreds chart.

Social Studies

1.

The Earth is predominately covered by water;
about 97% is salt water. With a map of the world,

label the different oceans using this website:
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-for-kids/0135-oceans-

divided.php.
Millions of years ago, the Earth had oceans, but

these oceans were not the same as they are
today. Create a map showing how the land
masses and oceans have changed over millions
of years. The following website visualizes this

through animation:
http://www.classzone.com/books/earth science/terc/content/
visualizations/es0806/es0806page01.cfim?chapter no=08.

Literature Connection

1.

Water Beds: Sleeping in the Ocean by Gail
Langer Karwoski (Sylvan Dell Publishing, 2007).
Read Water Beds. After reading, compare the list
of animals mentioned in Beach Adventure to
those animals in Water Beds. Through research,
try to determine how all the animals slept in Tim
and Sally’s Beach Adventure. More activities for

Water Beds:
http://www.sylvandellpublishing.com/documents/TeachingAc
tivities/Waterbeds%20TA. pdf.

A House for Hermit Crab, by Eric Carle (Aladdin,
2002) and Is This a House for Hermit Crab? by
Megan McDonald (Scholastic, 1993). Read either
or both books to find out about the lives of ocean
animals. Create a wall mural showing how these
animals live.

Recipes

Make a baked goods sand art jar. Directions are at:
http://www.makeplaydough.com/reallynotfound.php.

Other Web Sources for Ocean ldeas
http://www.georgiaagquarium.org/kidscorner/

Meet the author and illustrator of...
Tim and Sally’s Beach Adventure

Author Grady Thrasher was named the 2008
Georgia Author of the Year for Picture Books, and
awarded an Independent Publishers Bronze Medallion
for Tim and Sally’s Vegetable Garden . Grady grew
up in the South where he learned how to garden
from his grandmother. He now resides in Athens,
Georgia, and on a farm in Watkinsville, Georgia.

Elaine Hearn Rabon is a freelance artist known for
her paintings of children and animals. She is also an
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and Elaine Hearn Rabon:

Tim and Sally’s Beach Adventure

(ISBN 978-1-58818-161-9, Hill Street Press, 2008)
Tim and Sally’s Vegetable Garden

(ISBN 978-1-58818-131-2, Hill Street Press, 2007)

http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/lc/activities/default.asp
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/themes/ocean.shtml
http://www.fhsu.edu/te/facstaff/gtaggart/lessons/98/ocean.html
http://www.teachnet-lab.org/ps101/bglasgold/oceanintro.htm
http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/education/students/welcome.html
http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=2845

Look for Tim and Sally’s next adventure, Tim and
Sally's Year in Poems , to be released in spring
2010.
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