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(Note: While this book is targeted toward students in 
grades 1-3, the following activities can be tailored for 
students in grades K-5. Websites to support research 
and enhance this study guide are included.) 
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Vocabulary Building 
1. Compile a list of vocabulary words from the book. 

The word list from the back of the book can be 
used. Also, include regional foods mentioned in 
the book, such as grits and succotash stew. 

2. From this word bank, a list can be posted or a 
word wall created.  

3. To reinforce these words, use one or more of the 
following activities. 

 

Make a crossword puzzle.  
http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/ 
http://www.puzzle-maker.com/CW/ 
http://www.armoredpenguin.com/crossword/ 
 

Divide the class into groups of two to play 
hangman.  
http://www.superkids.com/aweb/tools/words/hangman/print.
shtml 
 

Make a concentration game. On one card put the 
word and on the other card a corresponding 
picture. Pictures from the word list in the book 
can be used. 
 

Make a hidden word puzzle.  
http://superkids.com/aweb/tools/words/search/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before Reading  
To introduce students to the story, bring in a basket 
with several small gardening tools, or dress like Tim 
or Sally on the cover. 
 

1. Ask students how they think these tools could be 
used, or what you might be doing dressed like 
this. 

2. After discussing the purpose, introduce Tim and 
Sally’s Vegetable Garden . Look at the cover 
and make predictions about what might happen 
in the story. 

3. Complete a KWL (what I know , what I want  to 
know, what I learned ) chart.   
http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/kwl.pdf 

4. Before reading the story, enter the title and 
author on the story map.  
http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/graphic-
organizers/story.pdf or more advanced map: 
http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/graphic-
organizers/story-harder.pdf 

 
After Reading 
1. Complete both the KWL chart and story map. 
2. The following activities can reinforce the story and 

support other areas of the curriculum. 
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Written in verse and perfect for readers ages four 
through eight, Tim and Sally’s Vegetable Garden  
invites children to share in the excitement of planning 
and tending their own gardens.  
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Writing Activities 
1. The author tells his story through rhyme. Read 

other authors who have used this technique of 
rhyme in storytelling, such as Dr. Seuss and Bill 
Peet. Discuss the difference in Grady Thrasher’s 
technique versus others. Dr. Seuss, for example, 
uses many nonsense words. Write a story by 
using a rhyming technique. 

2. In the back of the book is a Garden Journal. Have 
each student make a Garden Journal. Plant a 
seed, and then summarize and record 
observations in a staple-free book. 
http://www.vickiblackwell.com/makingbooks/poofbook.htm 

 
Science Activities 
1. In the story, Tim and Sally were planting in April. 

They live in Georgia. Compare this to your own 
region. When would a garden be started in your 
area? Research seasonal changes and sun 
position to help answer these questions. 

2. The plants that Tim and Sally planted should be 
planted at different times. Research planting 
times and create a timeline of plantings. 

3. Although Alaska has a much shorter growing 
season than many other parts of the country, 
Alaskans can grow some plants that require a 
longer growing season. Why? Use the 
information, plant two seeds, and change the 
variable of light. Hypothesize the outcome and 
observe growth. 

4. Research and diagram the parts of a plant. 
Identify plant parts in the Garden Journal. 

5. In the story, a honeybee was mentioned. What is 
the importance of the honeybee in the pollination 
of plants? Can you find other insects that are 
either good or bad for plants?   

6. When these characters were preparing the soil, 
why did they add compost and lime?  

 
Art Activities 
1. Many cultures use vegetables to dye yarns for 

fabrics. Research which vegetables can be used. 
Choose several to dye a piece of white cotton. 

2. Read A Gardener's Alphabet by Mary Azarian 
(Houghton Mifflin, 2000). After reading, have the 
students brainstorm a list of garden words that 
begin with each letter of the alphabet. Have them 
create their own alphabet page. 
http://www.crayola.com/free-coloring-
pages/search.cfm?txt_search=plants 

3. Make paper with embedded seeds that you can 
plant. http://www.thriftyfun.com/tf71713276.tip.html 

4. Collect leaves, small plants, and flowers. Press 
and create pictures. 

5. Make a garden mobile. http://www.crayola.com/free-
coloring-pages/print/garden-mobile-coloring-page/ 

 

 
 

6. Read Dog Food by 
Saxton Freymann 
(Levine, 2006). Have the 
students design and 
construct an animal using 
fruits and vegetables 
from Tim and Sally’s 
garden. 

7. The illustrator of Tim and 
Sally’s Vegetable 
Garden  uses watercolor and pen-and-ink. Using 
either medium, or another that might be easier for 
the children, color one of the coloring pages 
created by the illustrator. Go to the Tim and Sally  
website. www.timandsally.com  

8. Compose another story about Tim and Sally.  
9. Devise and construct a 3-D fantasy plant. 
 
Math Activities 
1. Choose one plant or several. Measure and record 

daily growth on a calendar. 
http://www.eprintablecalendars.com/  

2. Construct a graph showing either the growth of 
one plant or a comparison of several. From these 
graphs, determine information about plant growth 
in one week—which plant grew the quickest, etc. 
http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createAgraph/default.aspx 

3. Use the planting chart in the book. Construct a 
graph to compare the seed depths.  

 
Social Studies 
1. Not all vegetables grown in Tim and Sally’s 

garden originated in the United States. Select 
one vegetable from their garden. Determine its 
country and continent of origin.  

2. Create a vegetable flag to designate your 
vegetable. Use this flag to mark the origin on a 
world map. 
http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/world_cont.pdf 
http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/woutline.htm 

3. If research about growing seasons was done for 
science, use that information to color-code a map 
of the United States for the different planting 
seasons. 
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/usanames.htm 

 
Literature Connection 
Read the book Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens 
(Harcourt Brace & Co., 1995). After reading the 
book, go back to the Tim and Sally book and decide 
what part of the vegetable you would eat from those 
planted. In the book, there are some clues to the 
parts of the vegetables eaten. Using a T-chart, divide 
vegetables into a tops or bottoms category.  
http://www.everythingesl.net/downloads/tchart.pdf 
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Recipes 
Using vegetables from Tim and Sally’s garden, make 
kid- friendly recipes. 
http://familyfun.go.com/recipes/kids/specialfeature/kids_rec_new
sletter_03/kids_rec_newsletter_03.html 
 
Extended Project 
In the book, the tomato plants were not planted in 
the garden as seeds. Why? Research which 
vegetables can be started in a hothouse. Plant these 
seeds for the children’s personal use, or make them 
as a Mother’s Day gift. 
 
Awards and Certificates for projects and activities 
http://printables.familyeducation.com/tv/tvsearch.php?in=fe_print
ables&type=printable&theme=certificates-and-rewards 
http://www.myawardmaker.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A little background about… 
Tim and Sally’s Vegetable Garden  
 
Author Grady Thrasher was awarded the 2008 
Georgia Author of the Year for Picture Books, and an 
Independent Publishers Bronze Medallion, for Tim 
and Sally’s Vegetable Garden  (ISBN 978-158818-
131-2, Hill Street Press, 2007). Grady grew up in the 
South where he learned how to garden from his 
grandmother. He now resides in Athens, Georgia, 
and on a farm in Watkinsville, Georgia.  
 
Elaine Hearn Rabon is a freelance artist known for 
her paintings of children and animals. She is also an 
accomplished sculptor. Elaine lives in Athens, Georgia. 
 
 
Other books by Grady Thrasher and Elaine Hearn 
Rabon: 
Tim and Sally’s Beach Adventure  
(ISBN 978-1-58818-161-9, Hill Street Press, 2008). 
 

Recommended 
Reading   
 
Compost: 
Life in the Soil by John 
Farndon (Blackbirch 
Press, 2004).  
 
Gardening: 
A Backyard Flower 
Garden for Kids by 
Amie Jane Leavitt 
(Mitchell Lane 
Publishers, 2009). 
Explain what can be 
grown, preparing your 
plot, sowing seeds, harvest time and planting in small 
spaces. 
 
A Backyard Vegetable Garden for Kids by Amie Jane 
Leavitt (Mitchell Lane Publishers, 2009). Explains where 
and what should be grown, butterflies, birds and planting 
time.  
 
Gardening with Children by Monika Hannemann (Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden, 2007).  
 
Kids’ Container Gardening: Year-round Projects for Inside 
and Out by Cindy Krezel Batavia (Ball Pub., 2005). 
 
Soil: Let’s Look at a Garden by Angela Royston 
(Heinemann Library, 2006). 
 
Worms and Other Garden Creatures: 
Diary of a Worm by Doreen Cronin (Joanna Cotler Books, 
2003). A young worm discovers, day by day, that there are 
some good and some not so good things about being a 
worm in this great big world. 
 
In the Garden: Who’s Been Here? by Lindsay Barrett 
George (Greenwillow Books, 2006). As Jeremy and 
Christina pick vegetables for their mother, they see 
evidence of animals and insects that have been in the 
garden before them. 
 
Wiggle and Waggle by Caroline Arnold Watertown 
(Charlesbridge, 2007). Two worms that are best friends 
have fun together as they tunnel their way through a 
garden. Includes facts on how worms help plants grow. 
 
Wiggling Worms at Work by Wendy Pfeffer (HarperCollins, 
2004). Explains how earthworms eat, move and 
reproduce, and how they help plants to grow. 
 
Worm by Jill Bailey (Heinemann Library, 2006). A simple 
introduction to the physical characteristics, diet, life cycle, 
predators, habitat and lifespan of worms. 
 


