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This is a book that could be enjoyed in one reading, 
or individually at the time of the year of each poem, 
or individually throughout the school year in a poetry 
center. A website to explain construction of a poetry 
center and ideas to use is: 
http://www.ourclassweb.com/sites_for_teachers_lear
ning_centers_poetry.htm 
 
Vocabulary Building 
There are some difficult words in the poems that the 
children might not know—e.g. fledgling, nectar, 
elation. Have them find a word that they do not 
know. Make a list of the words that the children find 
difficult. 
 
Some activities to do with the list are: 
1. Using a dictionary or thesaurus, look up the word 

and try to find a word that could be substituted for 
that word. Read the poem with the new word, 
decide whether it will work or not and why. 

2. Try to locate the word in the poems by having a 
scavenger hunt. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are many compound words in the poems.  
1. Have the children make a list. Who can find the 

most? 
2. With index cards, make a memory game. 
 
Other activities and ideas that can be done with 
compound words are: 
http://www.firstschoolyears.com/literacy/word/other/c
ompound/compound.htm 
http://www.ehow.com/list_6398057_teacher-
activities-compound-words.html 
http://www.quia.com/jg/260183.html 
 
At the end of each line in these poems, there is a 
word that rhymes with another word. Rhyming 
activities and ideas are found on these websites: 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/rhymes/matching/ 
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/fun-activities-for-
teaching-rhyming-words.html 
http://www.sadlier-
oxford.com/phonics/grade_k_1/rhyming_k_1/hifreq.h
tm 
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(Note: While this book is targeted toward 
students in grades 1-3, the following activities 
can be tailored for students in grades K-5. 
Websites to support research and enhance 
this study guide are included in each section.) 

Perfect for early readers, Tim and Sally’s Year in Poems  
captures the order and rhythm of one year—from spring’s 

first bluebirds to wintry nights in front of the fire—in 
delightful verse. It’s a traditional, fun-filled year that young 

children will want to visit again and again. 



 
Reading 
Before reading: 
1. Have children complete an anticipation guide 

about key ideas. To further explain an anticipation 
guide and find templates: 
http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/anticipati
on_guide 

2. Explain to the children that this is a collection of 
poems about different subjects. Talk about the 
characteristics that make up a poem. Listed are 
several websites that will give you additional ideas 
on poetry. 
http://www.kristinegeorge.com/for_teachers.html 
http://www.gigglepoetry.com/ 

3. Explain the basic elements of poetry. To help 
explain: 

     http://www.longwoodteachers.com/basar/poetry.htm 
 
During the reading of the poems, identify basic 
elements of poetry including rhyme, rhythm, 
repetition, similes, metaphors, personification and 
sensory images—a poem describing something 
using the senses that was discussed in the 
prereading activities.  
 
After reading and writing poetry: 
1. complete the anticipation guide and discuss the 

results. 
2. have the children select a poem to participate in a 

poetry reading. 
 
Writing Activities 
1. Each poem in the book is illustrated. There are 

two full-spread pages with no poem on the page 
with it. Have the children select one of the 
illustrations and write a poem that supports the 
picture. Listed is a website that will help write 
poetry. 

     http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/poetry/index.htm 
     http://www.life123.com/parenting/education/poetry/learn-   

to-write-poetry.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Construct a timeline of the months of the year, 

holidays, or seasons. Take the appropriate poems 
in the book for the timeline constructed and place 
them where they would fall in the timeline that has 
been constructed. Have the children write a poem 
about a month, holiday, or season for any part of 
the selected timeline that does not already have 
one. Below is a website that gives examples of 
poems for holidays and seasons, if the children 
are having difficulties with ideas of their own. 
http://www.hellokids.com/r_16/reading/poems/?gcl
id=CLvkmr_vl6YCFQGe7QodCi2kaw 

 
Another site with many poems that might help with 
ideas is: 
http://www.poetryarchive.org/childrensarchive/ho
me.do 

 
3. Write a poem about the bird created in the art 

activity. 
4. Write a poem to support a digital picture taken. 
5. Using information found in the research of a bird, 

write a poem with those facts. 
 
Science Activities/Research Activities 
1. There are many birds named in the poems. Select 

one of the birds and research it to answer the 
following questions or other questions written by 
the children: 

  What is a bird? 
  What does the bird I selected look like?  

 Do the male and female look alike? 
  What does it eat? 

In the book, there were bluebird boxes on the 
fence, gourds for the purple martins, and a nest 
for others.  
   Where does your bird live? 

  How does it feed its babies? 
  What does it sound like? 

Several websites that might assist are: 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/birds/ 
http://www.mbr-
pwrc.usgs.gov/Infocenter/infocenter.html#Corvidae 
A website of bird songs: 
http://www.mbr-pwrc.usgs.gov/id/songlist.html 

2. Birds are one of the animals that migrate. 
Research it to answer the following questions: 

 What is migration? 
 Do all birds migrate? 
 Are there other animals that migrate?  
 What are they? 

http://www.nps.gov/akso/ParkWise/Students/Refe
renceLibrary/general/MigrationBasics.htm 

 
 



 
Art Activities 
1. Illustrate the child’s own poem or one written by 

another student. 
2. Using the medium of your choice (paint, collage, 

pencil, markers, crayons), create your own egg 
and bird. Use this in the above writing activity. 

3. Create an invitation for a poetry reading. 
4. Create a postcard inspired by a poem. On one 

side of the card, illustrate the poem. On the other 
side divide the card in half. Write the poem on the 
left side and address the card to the person who 
is to receive the poem. 

5. Have the students take digital pictures of objects 
or settings that they could use to illustrate a poem. 

 
Math Activities 
1. Construct a graph showing each bird named in the 

poems and the number of states where that bird 
can be found. 

2. After reading all the poems, vote on the favorite of 
each student. Construct a graph showing the 
number of votes each poem received.  

3. Look at the illustrations on one or several of the 
pages and write a number sentence to answer the 
question and solve the word problem. For 
example, on the page with the poem “Keeping 
Watch for Santa,” How many more yellow balls 
are there than white and red balls?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Literature Connections 
1. Poetry books are found in one section of the 

Media Center. Use the Media Catalog to 
determine the section number. Find other poetry 
books. Select a poem. Below is a list of children’s 
poets and several websites of poets that the 
children might want to find. 

    http://www.pages.drexel.edu/~dea22/poets.htm 
http://www.poetry4kids.com/modules.php?name=
Web_Links&l_op=viewlink&cid=1 
http://www.janetwong.com/ 
http://www.jpatricklewis.com/ 
http://jackprelutsky.com/ 

2. Have the children find other websites of poets or 
more information about the poet of the poem they 
selected. 

3. Read poems selected to the class. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Studies/Research Activities 
1. On a map of the United States, select one of the 

birds and mark the states where this bird can be 
found. If the bird selected is a migratory bird, 
show its migration. 

2. One poem in the book was written about our 
nation’s independence. Select another event 
either in our national or state history and write a 
poem about that event. 

3. After researching poets, mark their location on a 
map of the United States, or research poets in 
your state and mark their location. 

 
Poetry Promotions 
1. April is National Poetry Month. Celebrate with a 

poem in your pocket. Construct a bookmark with a 
selected poem that the children can keep in their 
pocket. Website ideas are: 

    http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/406 
    http://teacher.scholastic.com/poetry/index.htm 
2. Construct bookmarks with the favorite poems of 

teachers and other staff members. Using the 
system available in the school, have the person 
read the poem to the school. 

3. Invite Grady Thrasher or another poet to the 
Media Center. In Georgia, the Georgia Poetry 
Society will send local poets to schools. If you are 
not located in Georgia, check in your state for a 
similar organization. 

4. Create a poetry ring around the school. On a small 
strip of paper—2x6-inch, after the child has read 
their favorite poem, write the title and poet on one 
side and their name on the other. Construct a 
paper chain to be hung in a designated area in the 
school.  

5. Hold a school-wide poetry contest. The Lee 
Bennett Hopkins Promising Poet Award can be a 
guide for criteria and selection.  
http://www.reading.org/Resources/AwardsandGra
nts/childrens_hopkins.aspx 

 
 



 
6. Research the Lee Bennett Hopkins Poetry Award. 

http://www.pabook.libraries.psu.edu/activities/hop
kins/ or the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry 
for Children. 
http://www.ncte.org/awards/poetry 
Have the class create their own award and 
criteria. Select a winner from the poetry books in 
the school’s Media Center. 

 
Other Poetry Websites: 
http://www.best-childrens-books.com/childrens-
poets.html 
http://childrensbooks.about.com/od/poetry/Poetry.htm 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/ 
http://us.macmillan.com/all/editorslist/Childrens/Poetr
yBooksforChildrenPreschoolthroughGrade3 
 
Recommended Reading: 
The Carnival of the Animals, by Jack Prelutsky 
     (Alfred A. Knopf, 2010). 
Everybody Was a Baby Once and Other Poems, by 
     Allan Ahlberg (Candlewick Press, 2010). 
The Fastest Game on Two Feet: And Other Poems 
     About How Sports Began, by Alice Low (Holiday 
     House, 2009). 
Lots of Spots, by Lois Ehlert (Beach Lane Books, 
     2010). 
Mirror Mirror: A Book of Reversible Verse, by Marilyn 
     Singer (Duttons Childrens Books, 2010). 
Name That Dog! Puppy Poems from A to Z, by 
     Peggy Archer (Dial Books for Young Readers, 
     2010). 
Poetrees, Douglas Florian (Beach Lane Books, 
     2010). 
Sharing the Seasons: A Book of Poems, selected by 
     Lee Bennett Hopkins (Margaret K. McElderry 
     Books, 2010). 
The Tighty Whitey Spider: And More Wacky Animal 
      Poems I Totally Made Up, by Kenn Nesbitt 
     (Sourcebooks Jabberwocky, 2010). 
Volcano Wakes Up! by Lisa Westberg Peters (Henry 
     Holt and Company, 2010). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meet the author and illustrator of…  
Tim and Sally’s Year in Poems 
 

Author Grady Thrasher likes to write poetry at his 
farm, Sunnybank, in Watkinsville, Ga. When he 
takes a break he can go outside and jump on the zip 
line or slide down a spiral tunnel slide made for his 
grandchildren. Illustrator Elaine Hearn Rabon likes to 
paint children and animals, especially rabbits, at her 
cozy home in Athens, Ga. Grady and Elaine have 
won many awards for their Tim and Sally books, 
including a 2010 Moonbeam Award for Children’s 
Poetry for Tim and Sally’s Year in Poems .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other books in the Tim and Sally adventure 
series: 
Tim and Sally’s Beach Adventure   
(Jonquil Books/Miglior Press, 2008) 
Tim and Sally’s Vegetable Garden   
(Jonquil Books/Miglior Press, 2007) 
Color the Year with Tim and Sally   
(Jonquil Books/Miglior Press, 2010) 
Available through www.atlasbooksdistribution.com  
or www.amazon.com or your favorite bookstore.  
Be sure and visit www.timandsally.com.  
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